Name Date

“If -” by Rudyard Kipling
Selection Test

Critical Reading
On the line, write the letter of the best answer.

1. How many end rhymes are there in the following lines from “If -”?
If you can dream — and not make dreams your master;
If you can think — and not make thoughts your aim;
[f you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same ...
a. one c. three
b. two d. four

2. In “If -, why does Kipling call Triumph and Disaster “those two impostors”?
a. because success is never as satisfying as it seems and failure is never as bad as it
seems
b. because success is an illusion and only failure is real
c. because it is useless to aim for any goals in life since they require so much effort
d. because Kipling has known neither triumph nor disaster

3. Which of the choices below is the best paraphrase of the following lines from “If -?
If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken / Twisted by knaves to make a
trap for fools ...

if you can avoid failing into traps set by other people who want to deceive you

if you can always speak the truth while everyone else around you is telling lies
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c. if you can speak the truth even though some people around you will distort it in order

to fool people

d. if you can speak the truth even though the fools around you will never understand it

4. Which of the following “ifs” best summarizes all of Kipling’s “ifs”?
a. 1f you can prove to the fools around you that you are better than they are
b. if you can face trouble and loss and keep your honesty and courage
c. if you can figure out this crazy world, you’re a better man than I
d. if you can succeed at everything you do, you will really be a man
5. Which of the choices below is the best paraphrase of the following line from “If -”?
[f all men count with you, but none too much ...
a. Don’t trust people too much.
b. Trust everyone equally.
c
d

Don’t give anyone more credit than he or she deserves.
Show respect to everyone, but bow down to no one.



6. Which of the choices below is the best restatement of Kipling’s view that if you meet all
the stated conditions, “Yours is the Earth and everything that’s in it ...”
a. You will have wisdom, the world’s most valuable possession.
b. You will have the means to make a great deal of money.
¢. You will be smart enough to take over the world and run it as you wish.
d. You will decide that the world is so troubled that you will retire to a farm and
cultivate the earth.

7. Which of the following words is closest in meaning to impostors?
a. stamps c. fakes
b. thumbprints d. ables

8. Which of the following is the best paraphrase of these lines from Rudyard Kipling’s

poem “If -7?

[f you can dream — and not make dreams your master ...
You should have goals but not be controlled by them.
Having goals is not important.

You should try to analyze the meaning of your dreams.
Too much daydreaming can be dangerous.
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